
Complications of tuberculosis



58-year-old woman complains of dizziness, weakness, and losing 
14 kg within 2 months. The patient has a past history of 

tuberculosis. Objectively, she presents with increased skin 
pigmentation, body weight deficit of 10 kg, and blood pressure of 

90/55 mm Hg. Blood test revealed the following: Na — 117 
mmol/L, K — 6.4 mmol/L, Cl — 116 mmol/L, [HCO−

3] — 27 mEq/L, 
glucose — 2.9 mmol/l. 

What is the most likely diagnosis in this case? 
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prescribed urgent drainage of the pleural cavity. 

What site should be used for the pleural tap in this case? 



A patient has been diagnosed with right-sided pneumothorax and prescribed 

urgent drainage of the pleural cavity. 

What site should be used for the pleural tap in this case? 

• The sixth intercostal space, on the posterior axillary line 

• The seventh intercostal space, on the scapular line 

• The projection of the pleural sinus 

• The second intercostal space, on the midclavicular line 

• The site of the largest percussion dullness



A patient has been diagnosed with right-sided pneumothorax and prescribed 

urgent drainage of the pleural cavity. 

What site should be used for the pleural tap in this case? 

• The sixth intercostal space, on the posterior axillary line 

• The seventh intercostal space, on the scapular line 

• The projection of the pleural sinus 

• The second intercostal space, on the midclavicular line 

• The site of the largest percussion dullness



During physical exercises, a 32-year-old patient suddenly felt lack 
of air, weakness, chest pain on the right that radiated into the 

right shoulder, shortness of breath, and palpitations. Objectively, 
the patient’s condition is severe, tachycardia is up to 100/min., 

blood pressure — 90/60 mm Hg, respiratory rate — 28/min., the 
right half of the chest lags behind during breathing. Percussion 

detects tympanic sound on the right, no respiratory sounds were 
detected there. The body temperature is normal. 

What is the most likely diagnosis in this case? 
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During physical exertion, a 28-yearold man suddenly developed 
dyspnea, weakness, palpitations, and chest pain on the right that 
was radiating into the right shoulder. Objectively, his condition is 
severe, tachycardia — 100/min., respiratory rate — 28/min. The 

right half of the chest lags behind in the act of breathing. 
Percussion produces a tympanic sound over the lungs on the right. 

Respiratory sounds cannot be auscultated. Body temperature —
36.7oC. 

What is the most likely diagnosis in this case? 
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A 34-year-old man has been suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis 

for the last 7 years. He complains of muscle weakness, weight loss, 

diarrhea, and frequent urination. Objectively, his skin, gums, and 

buccal mucosa are hyperpigmented. His blood pressure is 90/58 mm 

Hg. In the blood: erythrocytes – 3.1 · 1012/L, Hb – 95 g/L, color index 

– 0.92; leukocytes – 9.4 · 109/L, eosinophils – 7%, segmented 

neutrophils – 45%, band neutrophils – 1%, lymphocytes – 40%, 

monocytes – 7%, Na+ – 115 mmol/L, K+ – 7.3 mmol/L. 

Make the diagnosis: 
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A 28-year-old man is undergoing a treatment for pulmonary tuberculosis. He 

complains of shortness of breath and a sharp chest pain on the right that 

appeared suddenly. Percussion detects a bandbox resonance over the right 

lung, auscultation detects no breathing there. X-ray shows that the right lung 

is collapsed to its root by 1/2 of its volume, the heart and mediastinal organs 

are shifted to the left. 

What complication has developed in this patient? 
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